Enhancing Instream Flows through Citizen's Group and Agency Collaborations
Andrew Fahlund, American Rivers
Bruce Carpenter, New York Rivers United
Gerrit Jöbsis, Coastal Conservation League (SC) 
Abstract:  There are numerous opportunities for public agencies and citizen’s groups to collaborate on efforts to protect, restore and enhance instream flows.  Unfortunately, those opportunities are often missed.  We will provide recommendations for and examples of enhanced collaboration between agencies and citizens at national, state and local levels.  Emphasis will be on how the strengths of citizen’s groups can assist in educating the public, getting citizen backing, garnering political support, and helping guide agency policy development related to instream flows.   In addition to being strong advocates, citizen’s groups can be nimble and flexible allowing rapidly developing issues to be addressed or delayed until official agency actions can be taken.  We have also developed web-based tools and information sources that can complement agency efforts to address recreation values and aquatic ecosystems needs.   The speakers are Steering Committee members of the Hydropower Reform Coalition.  The HRC represents more than 125 citizen’s groups with over one million members that are involved in issues related to hydroelectric dams.   A panel discussion will follow.
